SUPA ENGLISH SUMMER READING

This fall you will be taking a concurrent college course offered by Syracuse University which will
be referred to as SUPA English. The acronym stands for Syracuse University Project Advance. As
you will be earning college credit, we will follow a syllabus that matches those taught on the
Syracuse campus for each semester course. Keeping this in mind, the summer reading
assignment that applies to students in the regular high school English classes does not work the
same for you. Your summer reading assignment will count heavily in your grade that is
considered field work.

Read The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks by Rebecca Skloot. We will be looking at aspects of
this work in both semesters of SUPA English: WRT 105 and WRT 114.

As you read you are to éompiete a dialogic journal. You will need to divide your paper into two
columns. On the left side of the page you are to write down passages that reflect historical
significance, moral issues, and/or impact on society.

There are three sections in this novel: Part | — Life, Part Il — Death, Part ill — Immortality. You are
to have at least 7 passages from each section. Your comments in the right hand column should
reflect a scholarly analysis of the passage. Such comments as: “This was interesting” or “Wow, |
don’t agree with that” are not acceptable. You can most certainly begin this way; however, your
responses must go beyond general reactions. Your comments shouid reflect an engagement
with the text. We have attached dialogic journal samples from past SUPA students as an
example of our expectations. Again, you might address the historical significance, moral issues,
and/or societal impact,

| would like you to obtain your own copy of the book. However, we are sure copies are
available in local libraries. If you have any questions concerning this assignment, please contact
us at mrivara@Ivhs.org. Keep in mind that it is summer and we do not check email every day.
Be patient: we will get back to you.

Have a great summer!
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