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A Message from the Superintendent 
                                              

A Misleading Fact:  Lenape Valley Math Performance Percentage 

 

Dear Lenape Families,  

 

Let me begin by wishing you a Happy New Year!  The new year brings us the ability to continue 

our progress and strive for success.  On January 14, 2018, the NJ Herald published the below 

chart regarding the 2016-2017 School Performance Reports for schools in the local area. 
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As you read the statistics for Lenape Valley, one might be disappointed.  However, the statistics 

do not measure accurately the success of Lenape Valley and I do not believe tell the true story.  

According to the chart the Lenape Valley Math percentage is measured at 26.6.  This percentage 

is for the students in Lenape Valley who are in an Algebra 1, Geometry, or Algebra 2 class.  The 

state of New Jersey recognizes these math classes as Freshmen through Junior classes.  Allow 

me to provide some facts that you may not be aware of: 

 

1. The current Senior class had 31 students begin their 9th grade year taking Geometry or 

Algebra 2, as they completed Algebra 1 in 8th grade. 

2. The current Junior class had 56 students begin their 9th grade year taking Geometry or 

Algebra 2. 

3. The current Sophomore class had 48 students begin their 9th grade year taking Geometry 

or Algebra 2. 

4. Our current Freshmen have 66 students enrolled in Geometry or Algebra 2. 

5. For four (4) years now Lenape Valley has offered 8th graders the opportunity to take an 

Honors Geometry class at the high school. 

6. As the first class of 8th grade Honors Geometry at Lenape Valley, next year’s senior class 

will be provided a chance to take an Advanced Placement Calculus BC class as they are 

currently in the Advanced Placement Calculus AB course this year as Juniors. 

 

I present these facts to inform you that some of our students are well ahead of the curve with 

regards to testing in high school.  You can see that if the students were administered state 

assessments for Algebra 1 or Geometry while in high school how much our percentage of 

students that passes the math portions of the PARCC test would increase.   

 

The complete data included in the summary report I shared with you on January 15, 2018, does 

shed a positive light on Lenape Valley in terms of meeting and/or exceeding expectations on the 

English PARCC, battling Chronic Absenteeism, and a 4-Year Graduation rate.  We are 

progressing and our scores show that we have implemented strategies that are working.  In 

particular, Lenape Valley is above the state average for graduates enrolling in post-secondary 

education, with 83.6% of our graduates enrolling college.   I am personally very proud that 

Lenape Valley is preparing our students well enough to take on the challenge of pursuing a 

college degree. 

 

My administrative team and I expect to see continued growth and improvement in all areas, with 

our primary goal of not only “excelling” in terms of the state report, but preparing our students, 

your children, for life beyond high school.    

 

Paul DiRupo 

Superintendent 
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The LVR Staff 
 

Please welcome our newest staff members  

 

 Mrs. Hilary Beirne, Supervisor of Special Services – Mrs. Hilary Beirne is very 

excited to be the new Supervisor of Special Services here at LVR!  She originally hails 

from Staten Island, NY and started her career as a speech and language therapist after 

graduating from New York University.  After working in NYC for several years, Mrs. 

Beirne relocated to New Jersey and began working at the Douglass Developmental 

Disabilities Center.  It was here that she decided to pursue her Master’s Degree in 

Special Education and move from being a speech therapist to a special education 

teacher.  After working for several more years as a classroom teacher, Mrs. Beirne 

decided to begin pursuing her Supervisors certification from Kean University.  At this 

point, Mrs. Beirne was working for the Passaic Public Schools, and was promoted to 

Chairperson of the Special Education Department.  Since Mrs. Beirne currently resides 

in Sussex County, she decided to pursue a job a bit closer to home, and now she is at 

Lenape Valley!  She will be finished with her Principal’s certification by next summer. 

 

Hilary lives with her husband, John, her 5-year-old daughter, 3-year-old son and her 

rescue dog, Maggie.  In her spare time, she enjoys being with family, singing and 

traveling.  She is looking forward to working with parents and students alike, and is 

excited for all the wonderful things Lenape has to offer! 

 

 Ms. Yael Gabby, Speech-Language Pathologist - Yael Gabbay is a bilingual speech-

language pathologist who assesses and treats students who have speech, language, and 

communication disorders. She believes that addressing deficits in these areas will have 

a positive impact on students both academically and socially. Yael holds a Master’s 

Degree in Speech-Language Pathology from Kean University.  She is also certified in 

Lee Silverman Voice Therapy. 

 

A fond farewell to our retiring teachers 

 

Students and staff alike would like to wish Mrs. Joan Glusiec and Mr. John Groome a 

happy, healthy retirement!  Thank you for your years of service here at Lenape Valley.  You 

will be missed! 

 

 Mrs. Glusiec plans to spend her retirement doing a lot of painting and pottery.  Please 

check out her website: www.glusiec.com.  She will also be travelling with a goal to see 

all of the national parks while also doing some volunteer work.  

 

 Mr. Groome is looking forward to continuing his work with the students and staff here 

at Lenape as his plans will continue to include coaching football and girls’ basketball. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.glusiec.com/
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Celebrating Our Teacher of the Year 

 

Mrs. Catherine Cortes was selected as the 2018 Teacher of the Year.  She will be honored at 

various events throughout the year.  Congratulations and job well done, Mrs. Cortes! 
 

 

LVR Teachers Step Up In A Big Way 
 

The faculty and staff at Lenape Valley stepped up in a big way 

before the holidays by donating $1,050 to SMILE of Hopatcong.   

The Steven Milford Independent Living Experience (SMILE) is a 

non-profit organization dedicated to serving intellectually and 

developmentally disabled individuals as they face the challenges 

of adulthood. The number of people left without feasible living 

alternatives in this phase of life increases every year. 

SMILE is in the process of establishing community homes in 

which individuals can receive the support they need from their 

peers and the guidance they need from loving caretakers. Their 

desire is to make the residents of a SMILE home part of the 

community in which they live. 

More information on SMILE can be found at 

http://www.smilefil.org/.  
 

 

  

Guidance Department News 
 

AP Exam Registration- The Portal is Now Open! 
 

Students enrolled in AP courses are encouraged to sit for AP Exams in May.  The benefits of 

sitting for these tests include showing strength of schedule, receiving advanced placement 

weighting for the course (instead of honors weighting) and potentially earning college credit. 

Registrations will occur on-line at http://aptestservice.com/lenapevalley from Friday, January 

12, 2018 through Sunday, February 25, 2018.  Students who receive free/reduced lunch may 

be entitled to a fee waiver and should please see their counselor. 

 

ATTENTION JUNIOR GIRLS 

American Legion Auxiliary Jersey Girls State Program 

 

The American Legion Auxiliary Jersey Girls State Program is a practical application of 

Americanism and good citizenship.  The entire program is a non-partisan, non-political attempt 

to provide citizenship training to girls having completed their junior year of high school.  It will 

give them an opportunity to live together as self-governing citizens and inform them about their 

http://www.smilefil.org/
http://aptestservice.com/lenapevalley
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duties, privileges, rights and responsibilities at a municipal, county and state level of government 

as it exists in New Jersey today.  Additional information is available at www.alanj.org.  The 

location and date are to be announced. (Over the past years it has been held at Georgian Court 

University, Lakewood, NJ mid- June) Interested girls should sign up in the Guidance Office 

with Mrs. Freda by March 9, 2018 

 

ATTENTION JUNIOR BOYS! 

American Legion Jersey Boys State Program 

  

 The American Legion Jersey Boys State Program will be held at Rider University in 

Lawrenceville,   June 17-22, 2018  

 

The instructional program of Jersey Boys State has three phases: seminars, functional activities, 

and general assemblies. Seminars are held in general subjects such as government, law 

enforcement, legislative and election procedures. The heart of the instructional program is 

functional activity of citizenship practice, such as the operation of the courts, legislative 

assemblies, administration of law enforcement, public welfare, etc. These activities take a 

considerable portion of the time allotted for instructional purposes and constitute the chief means 

through which citizens "learn to do by doing". Additional information is available at 

www.aljbs.org. Interested junior boys should sign up no later than February 23, 2018 in the 

Guidance Office with Mrs. Freda. 
 

 

Upgrade Annex 

 
High School students face many difficulties on their way to graduation, and sometimes, they 

need extra assistance to meet with their success.  Lenape Valley Regional is pleased to announce 

its offering of UpGrade Annex, a program created to give a leg up to those who are struggling 

academically.  For students who failed the FIRST or SECOND marking period of a full-year 

course, UpGrade Annex can provide them with the academic assistance for a second chance to 

master material and earn the credit essential to receiving a Lenape Valley diploma.  The program 

is currently running in the following areas:  Math, English and History.  
 

 

DECA Students Advance to State Competition 
 

The Regional DECA Competition took place in early January at Ramapo College.  At the 

Regional Competition, twenty-eight students qualified for the State DECA Competition which 

is scheduled to take place in Atlantic City, NJ, at Harrah's Resort and Conference 

Center Tuesday, 2/27/18 through Thursday, 3/1/18.   In other DECA news, LVR student, 

Carlitos Quan has qualified to run for NJ DECA State Office.  The screening and interviews 

by the election committee and NJ DECA State Advisor Jeff Victor were held on Friday, 01/12/18 

at Kean University.  Carlitos will be running for the position of NJ DECA Northern Region Vice 

President.  The winner of the election will be announced on Thursday, 3/1/18 at the conclusion 

http://www.aljbs.org/
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of the State Competition in Atlantic City.  Good Luck to all of the DECA Competitors and to 

Carlitos! 
 

 

National Honor Society News 
 

 The National Honor Society is pleased to announce that the annual New Member 

Induction ceremony will take place Tuesday, March 6th at 7pm.  The induction will 

begin promptly at 7pm in the auditorium.  Please join us to congratulate our new 

inductees that have shown exemplary achievements in scholarship, leadership, character 

and service.  We look forward to finishing off the year strong with a wonderful group of 

juniors and seniors. 

 The NHS will hold a blood drive on February 13th from 8:00AM to 2:30PM– all 

members of the community are welcome to donate! 

 Must be 16 and over with parent permission (signed waiver) 

 Must weigh at least 110 lbs. 

 Eat before donation 

 Bring ID 

 Drink plenty of water before and after donation 
 

 

LVR Students Doing Great Things 

 

 Congratulations to senior Jillian Grassia as the 2017-2018 Superintendents’ Roundtable 

Award winner for Lenape Valley.  Jillian will be honored at a luncheon in April where 

she will be among other high achieving students from around the county. 

 

 During October and November, the Sussex County Music Educator's Association hosted 

the Honors County Chorus and Band auditions.  Two students,  Maya Bardello and 

Laila Haughton, auditioned for Honors County Chorus and they were accepted into this 

prestigious group. They had a wonderful experience singing with other honors students 

from across Sussex County. The performance was outstanding, and we are looking 

forward to next year. 

 

 Carly Costanzo and Benjamin Kurtz met with Congressman Rodney Frelinghuysen as 

members of the 11th Congressional District Youth Advisory Council.  They received a 

tour of the Congressman’s office, a lecture on the role of secret service men and women, 

and a detail of the vehicles used to create a presidential motorcade. 

 

 National Merit Commended student - Lenape Valley Regional High School would 

like to recognize Molly Swiencki who has qualified as a Candidate in the competition 

for a Special Scholarship to be awarded through the 2018 National Merit Scholarship 

Program.  Molly is a bright, dynamic young woman who is a credit to our school and 

community.  Congratulations, Molly! 
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 On December 14, 2017 30 members of the Interact Club volunteered at the Project 

Self-Sufficiency Toy Shop. Members volunteered their time organizing and preparing 

the “Toy Shop” for local families that would benefit from the thousands of donations 

made to Project Self-Sufficiency. The Interact members accepted and organized 

donated toys and worked on creating small packages of gifts for young girls and boys 

to receive during the holidays.  Additionally, the Interact members delivered all of the 

donations that the Lenape Valley Future Business Leaders of America (FBLA) 

club collected. 

 

On February 6, 2018, the Interact members will volunteer at Skylands Ice Arena 

to assist Special Olympics athletes who compete in speed skating competitions. The 

members always enjoy meeting the Special Olympic athletes, skating with them, 

preparing them for their event and especially cheering on these inspirational athletes.   

 

 FBLA - FBLA members competed in the annual regional competition during the week 

of December 11-18, 2017.  There will be five students who will be competing at the state 

level: Lindsey Bicher, Katie Cautero, James Dell'Arena, Thomas Lentine and Nicole 

Stanaback.  The state competition will be held on March 7-9, 2018 at Harrah's in 

Atlantic City.   Mrs. Bardello, FBLA Advisor, would like to thank all of the board 

members for their continued support.   
 

 

BRISTOL GLEN HOLIDAY ART EVENT 

 

     The Lenape Valley High School Service Art Club members recently went to Bristol Glen in 

Newton, NJ to conduct a holiday craft event for the senior citizens living there.  The members 

of the art club engaged the senior citizens in making flower pot snowmen.  The organization of 

this event was a collaborative effort of Lenape Valley art club advisor Mrs. Sherry Carnegie 

and Bristol Glen volunteer services coordinator Mrs. Kaitlin Eamigh.  Mrs. Carnegie stated 

that “the event was a positive experience for all involved.  The senior citizens seemed to really 

enjoy interacting with the high school students while at the same time making art.  The high 

school students benefited by being given the opportunity to make a difference in the lives of 

the senior citizens through helping them produce a holiday project.”  Mrs. Carnegie went on to 

say that “she appreciates the support that she is given by the high school’s administration for 

this service art related trip.”   The focus of the LVR Service Art Club is to benefit others in 

some way through the creation of various art projects.  Mrs. Carnegie is looking forward to 

bringing members of the art club back to Bristol Glen in the future for this annual service art 

event.   
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Go Green 

 

The Go Green Club has been extremely active this year 

in promoting our recycling initiatives at Lenape 

Valley.  Club members have made new, decorative, 

recycling boxes for upstairs and downstairs classrooms 

and each member is assigned a classroom to empty 

twice a week.  By doing so, Go Green is greatly 

improving our recycling stream and keeping plastic, 

aluminum and glass out of our landfills.  This year 

members also launched our first annual eco-friendly 

holiday awareness campaign.  Go Green members built 

a holiday tree out of plastic bottles, including a star on 

top made of bottle caps, to illustrate how much plastic 

can be eliminated from our waste stream by using 

reusable water bottles.  Members made signs, and wrote 

morning announcements to provide the Lenape Valley 

community with eco-friendly holiday tips that are 

practical and easy to implement.  Reusable, aluminum 

Patriot water bottles were also on sale in the commons 

during lunch as eco-friendly holiday gifts.  Members 

plan to continue this sale in the Spring as we continue to 

encourage our community to lessen our use of plastic.   
 

 

  

Robotics 

 
Lenape Valley made history in late November as the first Sussex County high 

school to host a FIRST® Tech Challenge Robotics Meet. LVR’s Team 9244 

welcomed nearly 30 teams from northern New Jersey to Robo-Harvest IV 

tournament to compete in the Relic Recovery® challenge. 
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At that competition, Team 9244 earned a Teamwork Award for its exceptional 

work with its alliance partners during the qualifying rounds and succeeded in 

reaching the semi-final round. The event earned front-page coverage in the 

New Jersey Herald. 

 

The process of designing, building and programming a robot to complete a 

series of tasks began in September, when the Relic Recovery game objectives 

were revealed at the annual kickoff event. This season, in addition to hosting 

the Robo-Harvest meet, Lenape Valley competed in meets at Morris Knolls 

and Wayne Hills as well as a qualifier at Chatham. 

 

With the 2017-2018 regular season winding down, Lenape Valley Robotics is 

looking forward to the Northwest New Jersey League Tournament on 

Saturday, February 3, and an opportunity to advance to states and beyond. 

 

Hoping to build on the success of last year’s STEM Night for younger 

students, we are already planning another hands-on learning experience for 

parents and students in grades 3 through 8 in May. 

 

Update as of February 5, 2018:  Despite mechanical problems, we made it 

through the qualifying rounds to reach the semi-finals at the league 

Tournament on Saturday, Feb. 3rd . However, we did not advance to states. 

 

We are proud to add another trophy to our growing collection. Lenape 

Valley earned the Motivate Award, presented to the team that makes a 

collective effort to make their team known throughout the school and 

community and inspires others to embrace the ideals of FIRST. 

 

We are already making plans for our STEM night in May. There is still work 

to do even though our competition season is over. Thank you for your 

support! 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 Cinderella 

 
Come out to the spring musical, Cinderella – the timeless magical fairy tale we all know and 

love with the special touch of Rodgers & Hammerstein’s originality, charm and elegance.  This 

will be a tale you will not want to miss! This show not only has the touch of hilarity that everyone 

will be looking for, but it will warm the hearts of children and adults alike.  
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The production stars Erin DeVito, as the beautiful Cinderella, and Carlos Angel, as the 

charming Prince Christopher.  Sharing the spotlight are Sophia Angel as the evil Stepmother, 

Jennifer Sarcona as Joy, and Katarina Drace as Grace, Cinderella’s continuously bickering 

stepsisters.  Kyle McHugh plays Lionel, the Prince’s protective royal steward, and Emily 

Scaturo plays the loving and - tell you how it is - Fairy Godmother.  Finally, Prince 

Christopher’s overbearing but loving parents are played by Alexis Peterson and Ryan 

Rappoport.  
 

Show dates are:  March 16th at 7pm, 17th at 7pm and 18th at 1pm. So come join us and see 

if the glass slipper fits you! Don’t miss out because you’re invited to The Prince’s Royal Ball! 

#partyattheprinces 
  

 

Boy Scout Leader Preparing for New Mexico Trip 
 

Mrs. Deborah Reidmiller has been asked to teach at the Philmont Training Center in New 

Mexico this upcoming summer.  She will teach a week-long course on DIVERSEability and 

DisABILITY:  How to Apply Proper Methods in Scouting with Special Needs.  Mrs. Reidmiller 

has spent eleven years fulfilling a number of roles in scouting, among them, her current title as 

Patriots’s Path Council BSA Special Needs Scouting Chairperson.  Of the honor, Mrs. Reidmiller 

said, “I’m floored”. 
 

 

Sports Headlines   
Fall Season Wrap Up: 

 Lenape Valley Athletic Teams received the following honors for 

the Fall Sports Season 

 1st Team All-Conference Members:  21 

 2nd Team All-Conference Members: 16 

 Conference Honorable Mention:   7 

 Members of All-Sussex Teams:   2 

 NJAC Conference Championships 2:  

o Girls Cross Country with 9-0 regular season record 

o Girls Tennis with 16-2 regular season record 

 Team of the Year NJ Herald:  Girls Cross Country 

 

The Winter Sports Season- as of February 5th:  

 Boys Basketball is currently 8-7 having won the last 3 out of 4 

games 

 Girls Basketball is currently 11-5 and won the Belvidere 

Holiday Tournament  

 On 12/16/17 vs. Wallkill Valley, Senior Grace Connery become 

just the fifth player in Girls basketball history to score 1,000 

career points. Grace could possibly break the All-Time Record 

held of 1469 pts. held by Joe McDonald of the Class of 1982 
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 The Wrestling team is currently 4-11 after a big win over 

Hackettstown and placed third in the Dover and Lenape Holiday 

Tournaments 

 Newton/LV Ice Hockey is currently 16-5 and Andrew 

Dalessandro recently became a career 100 pt. scorer for the 

N/LV Ice Hockey Team 

 Bowling finished with a 4-8 record and a win over High Point 

 The Girls Swimming record is 4-4-1 and they have qualified for 

the State Sectionals 

 The Boys Swimming record is 8-1 and they too have qualified 

for the State Sectionals 

 The Varsity Cheerleading Squad won their Division in the HWS 

Competition and again qualified to compete in Nationals in 

Florida. 

 

 

Mark Your Calendar 
 

The 2018-2019 School Calendar is now available!  See the 

homepage of the LVR website.  Please note that the students first day 

of school is Thursday, August 30th.    

 

The 2018 Football Schedule is also available.   
 

Aug 14  Tuesday  Scrimmage vs. Jefferson

  HOME @ 10:00AM 

 

Aug 23  Thursday  Scrimmage vs. Sparta 

               HOME @ TBA 

 

Aug. 31 Friday              vs. Newton  

  HOME @ 7:00PM 

 

Sept. 8  Saturday  @ Hackettstown 

  Away @ 1:00PM 

 

Sept. 14 Friday   @ Lakeland  

  Away @ 7:00PM 

 

Sept 21  Friday   vs. Hopatcong   

  HOME @ 7:00PM 

 

Sept 28  Friday    @ North Warren 

  Away @ 7:00PM 

 

Oct. 5  Friday   vs. Kittatinny (Homecoming)

  HOME @ 7:00PM 
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Oct. 13  Saturday  @Madison  

   Away @ 1:00PM 

 

Oct. 20  Saturday  @ Wallkill  

  Away @ 1:00PM 

 

Oct 26  Friday   vs. High Point (Senior night) 

                          HOME @ 7:00PM 

 

 

2016-2017 Mind Carpenter Was Award Winning 
 

The 2016-17 Literary Magazine Mind Carpenter received an overall Gold Medal rating from the 

Columbia Scholastic Press Association. The comments below are from the Association directly:   

“A truly beautiful publication. The prose and poetry pieces are both strong, and you exhibit a 

strong control of the language. Where it really comes together is how you maintain the 

momentum of the Kairos theme. You establish it immediately right out of the gate with the cover 

page. Then your stories, both fiction and non-fiction receive another boost when you add in the 

visuals. Your artwork is truly stunning, but what makes it stronger is that you don't just let the 

artwork stand on its own. The pieces serve to complement the writing, and the marriage of the 

two works very well. You and your staff should be extremely proud of what you have 

accomplished here."   

 

The magazine also received two Gold Circle Awards: Molly Swiencki's "Anne" finished second 

in the category Traditional Fiction, and Zoe Moppert's "Frida" was awarded a Certificate of 

Merit in the Single Illustration: Computer Generated category. Mrs. Marta Rivara advised its 

publication, and graduated seniors Sarah Canfield, Melissa Sarcona, and Marissa Cardena 

who were the magazine’s editors. 
 

 
Silent Night Was A Huge Success 

 

On January 7th, the Lenape Valley Regional High School boys 

basketball team played against Sussex Tech for the Silent Night 

game.  Fans were asked to remain completely silent until Lenape 

hit their 8th point at which time, everyone went nuts.  This special 

game has become an annual event and is hosted by the Nicholas 

Wihlborg Foundation in honor of Nick, who on November 19, 

2014, at age 12, lost his battle with childhood cancer.   

 

In his memory, the Nick Wihlborg Foundation has been doing 

some incredible work.  Through fundraising events, the foundation 

has been able to sponsor a child on their Make-A-Wish trip, send 

donations to the families of local children who are recently 

diagnosed with cancer, and continue to fund a research grant that 
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was established in Nick’s name at the Children’s Hospital of 

Philadelphia. 

 

The Silent Night game is a way for the students in our community 

to participate in and remember their teammate and friend in a fun 

way.   It doesn’t hurt either that the Patriots won that evening! 

 

For further information, visit their website at: nick8w.org. The 

foundation's Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/nickelsnick/ 

  

 

 

Follow us on Twitter 

See all of the LVR Happenings @lvrpatriots 
 

 
 

 

http://nick8w.org/
https://www.facebook.com/nickelsnick/

