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Superintendents Message 

 
A warm welcome to our Patriots and their families! Every new school year is an 

opportunity for us to reach for and find new possibilities.  I am excited for the 2018-

2019 school year and am pleased that we have had a great start to the year!  Over the 

summer, projects around the school brought changes that breathe new life into our 

building now in its 43rd year. We have a brand new gym floor and new bleachers; our 

auditorium has had a face-lift with new seating and new carpeting; several of our 

bathrooms have undergone total remodels; and our guidance office has new carpeting 

and a new layout that promotes student interaction.   Beyond the physical changes of 

our building, we see many new faces.  New members to our staff means new ideas and new ways of interacting 

with our students. Lenape Valley is rich in its history of involvement between faculty and students, and I look 

forward to seeing that continue with our newest LVR family members.   We continue to be a place where 

students are safe, attended to, and promoted.  We offer an academic experience that challenges our students by 

offering Advanced Placement as well as concurrent courses with Sussex County Community College and 

Syracuse University, where students earn college credit before stepping on to a college campus.  At Lenape 

Valley, our goal is to produce academically sound students who are well rounded.  We offer a variety of 

electives that complement our core academic courses, and offer clubs that focus on volunteerism, student 

government, the arts, as well as high achieving academics.  These clubs along with our 16 different sports, 

offering multi-leveled athletic teams, create a highly sought after student for the next step of the educational or 

career ladder.  At Lenape Valley, students can work on making the best version of themselves with all that we 

have to offer!   

 

Sincerely, 

 

Paul DiRupo 

Superintendent 

 

New Faces 
 

We are happy to welcome to the Patriot family the following individuals!  Each of our newest members have 

prepared the below pieces to introduce themselves – enjoy! 

 

Mrs. Rachel Ciottariello – Guidance Supervisor 

Just as the high school student in your household is looking forward to the beginning of a new school year, I 

am also experiencing that same sense of anticipation that something different and exciting brings! My name is 

Rachel Ciottariello, and it is my honor to join the Lenape Valley Regional School District as the Supervisor of 

Guidance.   In addition to fourteen years of experience as a school counselor, I have five years of experience 

as a special education teacher. In my previous roles, it has been a pleasure to assist and witness students 

achieving their personal and academic goals within highly competitive school districts. It is my intention to 

bridge my experience with the opportunity to learn from, support, and collaborate with, Lenape Valley 

parents/guardians and the district’s team of professionals. 

 

Mrs. Monika Graniello – Science Teacher 

I am originally from a beautiful town in Poland called Mragowo. I graduated from University Warminsko- 

Mazurski with a Master of Science degree in Biology. After graduation, I decided to travel to the United States 
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where I originally worked as an au pair for a wonderful family. At some point, I decided to go back to school 

at County College of Morris where I obtained a science teaching degree and was offered a part time position 

as an adjunct professor.  I discovered that teaching was my passion and decided to pursue a full time teaching 

career at Livingston High School, where I taught for 10 years. Just this past August I was hired as a science 

teacher at Lenape Valley Regional High School. I am thrilled to work in a community close by to where I live!  

I love my family - my 11-year-old son Mario, my husband John and my crazy pup Shadow. My favorite thing 

to do is travel, visiting amazing places and meeting interesting people. In my free time, I do CrossFit and yoga 

with my friends. I recently began on refreshing my piano playing skills. 

 

Mrs. Samantha McCullough – Art Teacher 

My name is Samantha McCullough and I am very excited to be the new art teacher at Lenape Valley this school 

year.  I grew up in Vernon Township and attended Montclair State University, graduating with a Bachelor’s 

Degree in Art Education in 2013.  I then proceeded to teach in Vernon and West Milford for the past few years 

before landing here at LVR.  In my free time, I like to be with family and friends and I love to play outside 

with my dog, Gabby.  I cannot wait to continue my teaching journey here at Lenape Valley!  

 

Mrs. Kathleen Donahue – Choral Teacher 

Mrs. Kathleen Donahue is a graduate of Eastman School of Music (Rochester, NY) with a BM in Harp 

Performance. She participated in the Take Five Scholar Program at the University of Rochester, which enabled 

her to spend a fifth year pursuing a self-designed program of study in theatre. While in school, Mrs. Donahue 

began working with high school students over the summers at a theatre camp with her now husband. There she 

discovered her love for teaching. Mrs. Donahue previously taught at Morris Catholic High School for three 

years. She is thrilled to be joining Lenape Valley as the choir, piano, and guitar teacher. Outside of school, Mrs. 

Donahue keeps busy as a freelance harpist and as a church music director. 

 

Mr. Peter Scholl – Mathematics Teacher 

Mr. Peter Scholl grew up in Byram Township and is a Lenape Valley Alumni. After graduating from Lenape, 

Mr. Scholl attended Kean University where he received his Undergraduate Degree in Mathematics and a 

Master’s Degree in Curriculum and Instruction. Before returning to Lenape, Peter taught Algebra, Geometry, 

and Algebra II in an 8th grade setting. 

 

Mrs. Dina Miller – Social Worker 

Mrs. Dina Miller is a school social worker who comes to LVHS with ten years of experience in the high school 

setting.  Mrs. Miller enjoys working with high school students so much that she even works with them during 

the summer months as a camp supervisor.  Mrs. Miller is the proud mother of two boys and one very spoiled 

dog.  In her spare time, she enjoys reading, watching TV, playing with her kids and relaxing at home.   

 

Mrs. Latifa Heuer – French and Spanish Leave Replacement Teacher 

Mrs. Heuer is a graduate of Montclair State University with a Master’s in Education and Languages.   She is 

here at Lenape Valley until March, where she is filling in for Mrs. Genouzos and Mrs. Hofer during their 

maternity leaves.  Mrs. Heuer likes to travel, write poetry and short stories, and is enjoying her time here at 

Lenape. 

 

Mrs. Lauren Olivo and Mrs. Michelle Madonna have joined our main office staff, while Mr. John Kernusz, 

Jr. is our new evening security guard.  When stopping by the main office, please welcome them! 
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Our newest members of the coaching staff are:  Mr. Nicholas Rafferty (Assistant Football coach), Mr. Mike 

Parker (Cross Country Head Coach) and Mr. Keenan Deverman (Percussion and Drum Line Instructor). 

 

Guidance Happenings 

Community Outreach:  

Bridging the gap between home and school is critical for student success.  With this concept in mind, the 

guidance department was very pleased to see our parents/guardians enthusiastic to learn more about the college 

process during the Senior Parent Presentation. It is our hope that your homes are continuing to buzz with 

exciting post-secondary options for your future graduate!  

Please mark your calendar for future meaningful opportunities offered by the Guidance Department:  

9/24/19 at 7:00PM - Financial Aid Night  

9/25/18 at 10:45AM - College Fair (students only) 

10/4/18 at 7:00PM - Freshman/Sophomore Parent Night 

10/11/18 at 7:00PM - Junior Parent Night  

10/17/18 – ASVAB testing   

10/22/18 at 10:45AM -  College Fair (students only)  

 

Students Doing Great Things! 
 

Junior Kailey Slahor was one of only one hundred New Jersey students to have their poetry published in 

American High School Poets’ 2018 collection Inside of Me. She submitted the piece after creating it for an 

assignment in Mrs. Marta Rivara’s English II Honors class. 

 

Mr. Peter De Kleine was nominated by his professors at American Public University System (APUS) for 

induction into the Golden Key National Honors Society. In addition, he is being considered for the West 

Virginia, Iota Chapter of Pi Gamma Mu (an international honor society for the social sciences).  

 

Twelve students will accompany G&T Advisor Michele Christopher, English teacher Marta Rivara, and 

retired English teacher Jean Potters to Newark for the biannual Dodge Poetry Festival Friday, October 18. 

There, they will experience live poetry readings and workshops while being immersed in a world that 

celebrates language at its most powerful. 

 

Lenape Valley offers 12 different AP courses where students can earn college credit before graduating.  We 

have many students who have taken these examinations and done very well! 
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Award Criteria 
Average 

Score 

Lenape AP    

Scholars 

AP Scholar 
Granted to students who receive scores of 3 or higher 

on three or more AP Exams 

3.39 21 

AP Scholar 

with Honor 

Granted to students who receive an average score of at 

least 3.25 on all AP Exams taken, and scores of 3 or 

higher on four or more of these exams 

3.70 8 

AP Scholar 

with 

Distinction 

Granted to students who receive an average score of at 

least 3.5 on all AP Exams taken, and scores of 3 or 

higher on five or more of these exams 

4.26 4 

National AP 

Scholar 

Granted to students in the United States who receive 

an average score of at least 4 on all AP Exams 

taken, and scores of 4 or higher on eight or more of 

these exams 

4.62 2 

 

A special congratulations to 2018 LVR Graduates Jillian Grassia and Taro Johnson 

for being recognized as a Lenape Valley Regional High School National Scholar! 

 

Calculation Criteria 

There are two steps to calculating these awards: 

1. The student’s average AP score is determined based on all exams taken this year and in previous 

years. 

2. The student’s exam scores are checked to see which ones count toward the various AP Scholar 

Awards. 

 

                            Veterans Day Program   
 

The students and staff at Lenape Valley will be honoring those who have 

served on Monday, November 12th.  If you are a veteran, or know someone 

who is, and would like to participate in our program, please contact Mr. 

Douglas Reynolds no later than November 7th. 

 

To show our appreciation for our active duty troops, the staff and student body are taking collections for 

items to send oversees.  If you would like to donate, please contact the main office to learn more. 

 

                        The results are in… 

 

The Class of 2019 has voted and the color for caps & gowns will be RED! 
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Music Festival at Lenape Valley Brings Talent From Around the Area 

 
The LVR marching band has had a tremendous start to their 2018 competitive season. In collaboration with the 

LVR Instrumental Music Association, band parents, and staff, the marching band hosted the third annual 

Lenape Valley Marching Band Festival on September 22, 2018. Their 2018 selection, the “Voyage of the 

Ancient Mariner", was seen by over 1,000 spectators and seven highly competitive New Jersey high school 

marching bands in attendance that night.  It was a great night of entertainment.  Since hosting their “home 

show”, the marching band has competed in one additional high school show at Northern Valley Regional High 

School at Old Tappan. The band placed 1st in the open class and won awards for best music, best visual effect, 

best overall effect, best color guard, and best percussion. With a talented group of young musicians, the band 

looks to contend for the New Jersey State Championship on October 27th at Rutgers University.    

 

 

 

 

Coffeehouse 
 

This year, the choir and theatre will be hosting monthly 

Coffeehouses, which are a chance for students (or teachers!) to show 

off their talents.  Performers of all kinds can sign up in advance to 

play, sing, act, dance, etc. by emailing Mrs. Donahue 

(kdonahue@lvhs.org).  

 

Our first coffeehouse of the year was September 27th! 

Future dates are: 10/18, 11/20, 12/13, 1/25, 2/22, 3/29, 4/12 and 5/29 

6:00PM – 8:00PM 

 

Family members and friends are welcome to perform as 

well! 

 

$5 admission and snacks will be available for purchase 
 

 

 

mailto:kdonahue@lvhs.org
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Robotics 
 

 The Lenape Robotics team is off to a great start! Our season started on September 8th with a kick-off 

at Livingston High School where this year’s challenge – Rover Ruckus – was revealed. Five new 

freshman completed workshops and led lively discussions upon their return to the team. 

 The team’s connection to past members remains strong. Jared Scaturo, Mechanical Engineering and 

Josh Kirschner, Computer Software Engineering students at Drexel University, shared their 

knowledge on design and Android Studio/Java. They helped our team set up the computers in the Media 

Center to program and then share their work on GitHub, a web-based service used by developers around 

the world.    

 The team reached a milestone last season, bringing to $544,000 the total amount of college scholarships 

awarded to team members in the past four years. We are especially proud of Taro Johnson, one of only 

three students worldwide to earn a coveted Dr. Bart Kamen Memorial Scholarship, presented to 

students interested in pursuing education in Biomedical Engineering or Pre-Med. This $40,000 grant 

was presented by Dean Kamen, Founder of FIRST®, during the FTC World Championships in Detroit 

last spring 

 At our recent Parents’ Night, families of new team members were introduced to the FIRST® 

organization and team coaches Rebecca Lefurge, Lorena Kirschner and Rob McClellan, and team 

advisor Peggy Woosnam. A special session for senior parents explaining the scholarship application 

process and deadlines concluded the evening. 

 Our first competition will be November 18th, a “home” meet as Lenape Valley again hosts Robo-

Harvest, a competition giving 25-30 teams from the northwest region an opportunity to test their robots 

on an international playing field.  

 Also coming up on November 30th is S.T.E.M. Night, when our team members will provide hands-on 

experience for students in grades 3 through 8 interested in robotics and technology. Last year we had 

more than 110 attendees participate.  

 All are welcome to attend our events and find out more about robotics at Lenape Valley. 
 

Faculty Steps Up In A Big Way 
 

The staff at LVR stepped up by donating to two worthy organizations.  With the choice between the Tisch 

MS Research Center of NY and Salvation Army, 79 staff members donated a total of $1,825 and $150 

respectively.   

 

Future Patriots Field Day 

 

We had over 140 eighth grade participants from the 

sending districts come to LVR on Thursday, September 

20th.  With the help of over 40 Juniors, this year’s Future 

Patriot Field Day was a huge success.  The Juniors 

demonstrated amazing teaching skills and displayed 

positive sportsmanship throughout the entire day.  There 

were 16 total stations – 6 of those stations were designed 

specifically to represent sports here at Lenape 

Valley.  The Junior students selected to run the soccer, 

field hockey, lacrosse, baseball/softball, and track and field stations mastered the ability 

to teach the 8th graders skills that were sport specific to their station.  The overall camaraderie between the 
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Physical Education staff, the Junior students, and the incoming freshman class was nothing other than 

perfect.  Mrs. Hoover, who organized and planned much of the event, said she was “extremely happy how it 

all came together at the end”.  Mrs. Hoover said that this is an event she truly loves organizing and being a part 

of and she would like to give a huge “thank you” to the grounds crew for helping with all the materials needed 

for the event.   
 

Weird Science 

 
In Mrs. Graniello’s students complete labs for better understanding of concepts. 

 

Freshman biology class working on Bubbleology lab.  
 

      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Chemistry class working on physical and chemical changes lab.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Student Council and Service Art Club Team Up 

 
Members of the LVR Service Art Club and Student Council recently collaborated on a window painting activity 

to help kick off Spirit Week.  The LVR students worked together to paint windows in the lower media center 

highlighting the theme for each day of Spirit Week.  The advisors of these clubs Mrs. Carnegie (Service Art 

Club) and Mrs. Cautero (Student Council) developed the window painting idea prior to the painting 

event.  The students involved seemed excited about getting the chance to promote school spirit in such a 

creative way.  Mrs. Carnegie and Mrs. Cautero loved how the students in both clubs worked so well together 

to decorate the commons of the school in such a positive manner.  The goal of this activity was to encourage 

all members of the LVR community to get their spirit on during Spirit Week.   
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Spirit Week 
 

LVR students and staff are looking forward to a fun week October 1st through 5th. 

 

Monday:  Pink Day 

Wear pink for the day and donate $1 to the Susan G. Komen foundation - The class to raise the most 

money wins a prize!  

 

Tuesday:  Twin Tuesday 

Dress the same as someone else!  Or pick a theme that matches! 

 

Wednesday: Camo Day 

Show your support for our troops! 

 

Thursday: Tropical Day 

Wear your favorite Hawaiian attire!  

Leis, Hawaiian print shirts, or grass skirts! 

 

Friday:  Patriot Day 

Dress as a Patriot 

Red, White, and Blue to support our Lady & Gentleman Patriots 
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Mini College Fair 
 

On September 25, 2018, the Guidance Department hosted a Mini-College Fair for the students to attend 

during their lunch.  The College Fair is an excellent opportunity for students to learn more about post-

secondary options. Creating a relationship with college representatives is of great value during the application 

process. The students were encouraged to ask questions regarding majors, cost, and activities. Properly 

researching post-secondary options is essential to finding the right fit!    

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Athletics Updates – as of October 1st  
 

The 2018 Fall Sports Season is off to a very good start at the mid-way point in the schedules. 

 

The Boys Soccer team is off to their best start in over 20 years with a 9-0 record and the # 1 seed in the 

upcoming HWS Tournament. 

 

The Field Hockey team is young & aggressive, and off to a very good start with a 6-2-1 record, and will be 

host seed in the HWS. 

 

The Girls Soccer team has a 4-3-1 record at the time of this writing and will also host a HWS tournament 

game. 

 

The Girls Tennis team is in a much more competitive division this year but is currently winning matches 

with a 4-3 record and entering into the State Sectionals. 

 

Boys and Girls Cross Country teams are both 0-1 but have performed well in Invitationals and also have a 

Quad meet tomorrow (10/2/18).  

 

Finally the Football team is currently 3-2 after losing an overtime game to State Champions Newton and 

Group 3 powerhouse Lakeland. The remaining schedule looks to be favorable for the Patriots in another bid 

for a Sectional Crown.   
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Wall of Fame 

 
Thank you for your submissions to the 2019 Wall of Fame Class.  The committee is reviewing all of the 

worthy candidates and will announce the new class in the coming months. 

 

Follow us on Twitter   

See all of the LVR Happenings @lvrpatriots 
 

 


