LV Quarterly

September-October 2020 Issue

Superintendent’s Message
Welcome Patriots! It is my pleasure to once again welcome you back to Lenape
Valley! So much about this year is new and different. Even our most seasoned
teachers, some who have been teaching in this building for over 40 years, are
feeling like newly certified instructors, just taking on their first teaching
assignment. The world around us is changing and our teachers are stepping up and making the best of a
tough situation. Teachers are learning themselves – and in some cases, have been thrown into a whole new
world of technology. Gone are the paper and pencil assignments. Students learning during this time will
certainly be prepared for future challenges in many more ways than students before them.
The Re-Opening Plan developed with the help of an entire committee consisting of stakeholders from the
community, is working. I am proud to say that our measures to ensure safety in the building, while bringing
continuity to the classroom (virtual and face to face) is at the time going according to our plan. Both teachers
and students arriving on campus are wearing masks, getting temperatures checked and completing COVID-19
questionnaires as we expected. Symptoms and questionnaire responses are being reviewed daily by our
school health professional. The COVID-19 crisis is ever evolving, and the staff & students at Lenape Valley
are meeting the challenges. After Labor Day, we tested our infrastructure and processes by moving on-line
for a week. Having teachers in the building while students were at home for several days, followed by
everyone being home for a day of instruction, demonstrated that should it be needed, we could move to a
fully remote option rather seamlessly. Performing this test of the process before being forced to make a
change helped us to identify and correct potential issues. It goes without saying that working remotely
creates challenges for our faculty and students alike. Working together to meet those challenges is what
Patriots do best.
As our government continues to re-open and we begin to move around more, I am asking that parents and
students do the “right thing”. Our collective action and shared sacrifice has enabled us to remain open for inperson instruction and athletics. Doing the “right thing” means to continue being vigilant, encourage social
distancing in and out of school, avoiding large gatherings, staying home when not feeling well, wearing a
mask and washing hands. We have all worked hard here at Lenape Valley and it is on all of us to “do the
right thing” so that we may continue to offer in-person instruction for those students who wish to be here.
As I prepared this first issue of the LV Quarterly, I quickly realized that with many changes, there comes a
sense of constant as well. The school year is marching along as it usually does, and examples of that in the
following pages remind us all that “as things change, things remain the same”. I hope you enjoy reading the
updates for the start of the 2020-2021 school year.
Learners Today, Leaders Tomorrow
Sincerely,

Paul DiRupo,
Superintendent
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Mind Carpenter Congratulations
The Mind Carpenter publication of 2019-2020, Sonder, was an undertaking like
no other. Each year, the publication is brought to the community after both
students and staff have put hundreds of hours of work into it. Under the
direction of advisor, Mrs. Marta Rivara, and the determined hard work from
the editors, bringing this magazine to press during COVID-19 was simply
amazing! Typically, in June a reception honoring the students who were
published, in either writing or artwork, is held. It is a great time to bring closure
to the hard work and to celebrate! This year however, with the school closure,
that celebration did not happen. Instead, Mrs. Rivara drove to each of the 4
editors’ homes and delivered their copies along with a note of congratulations
and gifts. Mrs. Rivara reported that she “was so sad that there could not be
more recognition for them at a reception but that is the hand we have been
dealt. You know what it takes to create this magazine and to do it remotely
was an unprecedented achievement. I am very proud of their
accomplishments”. The editors themselves, wrote, “The coronavirus created many inconveniences for us as
active students and upperclassmen, but this magazine was one of the most difficult feats to complete while
practicing social distancing. Designing this magazine separately was challenging, but we weren’t going to let
this pandemic take anything else from us!”
We would like to thank Mrs. Rivara for putting together another outstanding magazine and to the 4 senior
editors - we wish we could have celebrated you properly! Thank you for your commitment to your school
and we all wish you success in your future!
Congratulations and Thank You!
Editor-In-Chief:
Laila Haughton
Assistant Editors:
Sanjae Eugene
Zoe Moppert
Shea Schindelar

Meet our New Patriot Staff Members
From Candyce Bunting, School Nurse:
Hello everybody. Thank you all first and foremost for welcoming me to the LVRHS family. Being a school
nurse has always been my dream job and I could not be happier here. First, let me tell you a little bit about
my background. I went to LVRHS for two years before transferring to Hackettstown where I graduated. I
obtained my RN and BSN right out of high school. My first job was working for a local pediatrician Dr. Chi
and then I went on to work at Morristown Medical Center on the oncology unit. There, I cared for adults and
older pediatric patients and helped them on their health journeys. After 8 years, I transferred to home
healthcare and worked with mainly orthopedic patients and I still hold a nursing position at Hackettstown
Medical Center. My nursing journey has been great and I have learned and met so many brilliant people. I am
very blessed. All of these experiences have made me into the nurse and person I am today. At home, I have 7year-old twin girls Zoey & Riley, a dog named Parker and two cats Macy & Pookie. My main focus here is
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the health of the student body and staff. “Every student needs to be healthy to be educated and educated to be
healthy”. This has been a challenging year for all of us, but we have come together and we will never forget
this time in history we are living through. I look forward to my future years at LVRHS and meeting all of
you. Thank you. –Candyce Bunting
From Cristina Politano, French Teacher:
Hello and thank you to the entire faculty and staff for your warm welcome to the LVHS family! I am thrilled
to be a Patriot and look forward to meeting each one of you as I work to develop the French program. My
background is primarily in post-secondary education; I earned my PhD in French and Francophone Studies
from UCLA in 2018. For the past few years, I have been an adjunct instructor of French and college writing
at various colleges and universities in the area. Most recently, I have one previous year of High School
teaching experience at Leonia High School in Bergen County, NJ. I am very excited to transfer the teaching
methodologies I learned in the course of my graduate studies to the High School classroom. I feel very lucky
to have found this position in a warm and welcoming community of educators, and look forward to getting to
know you, my colleagues, over the course of this strange and challenging year. - Cristina Politano

Guidance News
2020-2021 Testing Dates

Other Guidance News

October 29 - PSAT

May 2021 AP Exam Registration

January 11 - Mid-Term Exams - Periods 1 & 2
January 12 - Mid-Term Exams - Periods 3 & 4
January 13 - Mid-Term Exams - Periods 5 & 6
January 14 - Mid-Term Exams - Periods 7 & 8

Students participating in current Advanced Placement
courses are strongly encouraged to register for the
corresponding exam. Registrations will be accepted
through the end of the first marking period. Please visit
the school website (lvhs.org) and click the “guidance” tab
for registration details.

March 3 - ASVAB 7:45am
NJSLA ELA – TBD
NJSLA Math – TBD
NJSLA Science - TBD
May 8- SAT 7:15am
May 3 to 14 - Advanced Placement Tests

Guidance Presentations
Mr. Moylan and Mrs. Finizio created a pre-recorded
presentation with all the information needed for students
and parents to successfully navigate the current school
year. Please visit the school website (lvhs.org) and click
the “guidance” tab for the full presentation.

May 19 to 22 - NJSLA Science
June 4 - Final Exams - Periods 1 & 2
June 7 - Final Exams - Periods 3 & 4
June 8 - Final Exams - Periods 5 & 6
June 9 – Final Exams - Periods 7 &8
Updates will be made to the information as
they occur. Please refer to the lvhs.org home
page.

8th Grade Parent Presentation
Mark your calendars! A prerecorded 8th grade parent
presentation will be available on the guidance webpage on
Thursday, October 22, 2020 at 7PM.
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Athletics Announcements
Fall sports are finally here! This year however, there are several changes required that will not only impact
our student-athletes, but spectators as well. Regulations and Executive Orders have had a direct impact on
how we view our athletic contests. Schools across the area are all implementing changes. Please refer to the
letter from Athletic Director, Mr. Rob Cline sent out to families on September 28, 2020.
On October 12th. NJSIAA and the Governor’s office announced that winter sports will be permitted following
strict guidelines for social distancing. More details on how Lenape Valley will support winter athletics will
be announced as the season draws nearer.

Something for Everyone
LVR offers a wide range of clubs and activities meant to enhance the high school experience. These extracurricular groups are a great way to make friends while effecting positive change at LVR and within our
community. We encourage all of our students to participate in at least one of these groups – after all, there
truly is “something for everyone”! A complete description of these clubs can be found in the Guidance
office.
Academic Quiz Bowl
International Friendship Circle
Science & Engineering Club
Choir
Jazz Band
Student Council
Class Council
Literary Magazine
Theatre Technical Stage Crew
DECA
LVR Service Art Club
Fall Drama & Spring Musical
FBLA
Marching Band
Yearbook
German Folk Club
Mock Trial
Yearbook Business Staff
Gifted and Talented
Patriot Press
Gay-Straight Alliance
Go Green Club
Peer 2 Peer
Multi-Cultural Club
Interact
Robotics
Due to COVID-19 protocols, we cannot hold a traditional activity fair for our students. Rather, a virtual
presentation for each group will be available soon on the school website.

Student Council Names New President
On September 25th, the voters decided….
Carlos Vargas was elected as the 2020-2021
Student Council president. Both candidates,
Carlos and Vaughn Weber, put together
amazing campaigns. Students were able to
vote through a google forms survey where
they watched the competitors speeches and
campaign ads which highlighted their
qualifications. Congratulations Carlos &
Vaughn for representing LVR so well.
The student council officers for 2020-21:
President - Carlos Vargas
Vice President - Isabella Cautero
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Secretary - Mitchell Meyer
Treasurer - Emily Shefferman
Historian/Social Media Coordinator - Maddie Baisley
Submitted by: Mrs. Jennifer Cautero

Teachers Doing Great Things
From Mr. Nick Ripatrazone: On September 17th, I appeared as part of
a scholarly presentation—Writing Between Cultures: Exploring the
Catholicism of Shūsaku Endō, Graham Greene, Claude McKay, and Su
Xuelin. The event was run by the University of Pennsylvania's Program
for Research on Religion & Urban Civil Society and the Collegium
Institute. I joined three other scholars from Georgetown, Valparaiso
University, and the University of Dayton. We discussed the roles of
religion, literature, and culture across the world, and responded to
questions from the audience. I spoke about several authors whose work I
teach as part of my AP Language course at Lenape.

From Mr. Peter De Kleine:
Starting on June 1st, 2020 I began taking courses to become certified in the Next
Generation Personal Finance program we use here at Lenape Valley. To date, I
have completed three courses and am now certified in their program materials in
Banking and Budgeting, Credit, and Paying for College. This October I will be
studying for the Insurance Certification as well as the Taxes
Certification. Currently, I have 54 hours of Professional Development in their
program and have achieved the Senior Status for the 2020 - 2021 School Year with
NGPF.
On a more personal note, this past Summer my daughter, Charley, and I began studying the local history of
our surrounding towns focusing on the geology of those towns and how local mining helped to build Sussex
County and NJ into a worldwide name. By December I am going to put up images of our mineral digs from
this past Summer on my website!
From Ms. Kristi Kulcsar:

Ms. Kulcsar's 9th grade English I classes have been successfully utilizing "little" Google Meets for group
work; it has proven to be a nice way to break up the 1hr class period and encourages interaction between the
physically present students and those who are virtual.
Ms. Kulcsar's Film Studies class has finally mastered the "Virtual Movie Theater" and is able to watch and
analyze films like Georges Melies A Trip to the Moon and Martin Scorsese's Hugo together in real time,
whether in the building or virtually at home. Now, all they need to do is find a local popcorn vendor who
delivers!
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National Honor Society Tutoring Available
The NHS will be offering tutoring this year virtually. Using a google form or QR Scan, students may request
tutoring for a particular subject. Mrs. Motyka, NHS advisor, will assign a tutor along with a time slot. The
tutoring will be held over a google meet. The members of NHS are excited about these changes, and feel
students might get more out of having individual tutoring sessions. Please encourage your children to use this
resource. The NHS members are very eager to get this moving. If this program goes well, we hope to offer a
similar service to our sending districts during this virtual learning process. Mrs. Motyka would like to give
her thanks to Alexa Petrie for being the brains behind this. She has put a lot of time and effort into making
this work.

Follow NHS on Instragram!

Check out the new Instagram page where NHS posts motivational quotes and pictures of completed service
projects. https://www.instagram.com/lvr.nhs/

Science in a Hybrid World
AP Environmental Science students developed their own zoo
enclosure to model a biome. Here is an image of some physical zoo
enclosures that students made!
The assignment was also completed virtually by a video game creation
and the use of Google slides. This is truly an example of hybrid
learning.

Virtual Zoo Enclosure Designed by a
student using Planet Zoo software.
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Virtual Zoo enclosure designed by a student using Google
slides.

Submitted by: Mrs. Lauren VanOrden

Special Messages To Our Co-Workers
Dear Colleagues, From the first time we walked back into the building since March, I have been thankful for
the overall positivity and camaraderie of our faculty/staff at Lenape. It's not just raising children that takes a
village; the sentiment is even more true when doing the "impossible:" reopening a school during a global
pandemic. The collaborative conversations, joint cultivation of our "new normal," and the daily comedic
relief have all played an enormous part in making the start of this school year both a memorable,
educational, and (dare I say) enjoyable experience for me. From the combined efforts of the
faculty/administration to the cooperation of the students, and especially the dedication of the custodial staff, I
now truly believe that old adage: "teamwork makes the dream work." I hope that we all continue to stay safe
and healthy during these unprecedented times. All the best, Kristi Kulcsar
Hi! I'd like to give a "Shout Out" to Monica Graniello. Monica has a crazy schedule this year. Well, even before
that...Monica was out on maternity leave last year. When she was due to return to school, in March, we went out on
Virtual learning. She got thrown right into Virtual learning without even returning to school first!! Presently, she is
covering classes for Caley Richardson, who is out on maternity leave, while continuing to teach her own classes. It's a
crazy schedule for her because of the Hybrid schedule along with having labs for all of the Science classes, including
Caley's. She's all over the place!!! I work alongside her in one of her classes as an ICS teacher, and I have NEVER
heard her complain once about this!! She does all of this with a smile, and sometimes a laugh. I just want her to
know that she is appreciated and I admire her outlook. I love working with her and she makes me smile every day! ~
Cathy Cortes

Shout out to Scott Van Why.
Scott is very hardworking, delivering supplies and purchase orders in the morning and cleaning desks
upstairs as soon as the last class ends. We appreciate all of his hard work and the fact that he is always
friendly and pleasant while working. ~ Sue Gales
Shout out to Mr. Mark Tavoletto with a huge Congrats on his recent wedding! Much health, wealth, and
happiness always! ~ Peter De Kleine
"Hey BD! It's great working with you teaching Algebra 2 together." ~ Sue Whitt
“I would like to give a shout out Crissi for all the hard work she's done in C103 and in the
health office this year.” ~ Candyce Bunting
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DECA & FBLA
The 2020-2021 DECA & FBLA Clubs will be competing and participating
virtually for the Regional and State Competitions this year, for the safety of
our students due to the COVID-19 outbreaks in our State. Traditionally,
DECA traveled to Ramapo College in January for our Northern Region
District Competition, and then to Atlantic City in February for the State
Competition. In recent years, FBLA has moved to an online Virtual
Regional Competition in December, but also traveled to Atlantic City in
March for the State Competition.
Both DECA and FBLA International Competitions were slated to take place
in Anaheim California, DECA in April, and FBLA in June, but the status of
those trips has not yet been decided at this point.
Lenape Valley DECA & FBLA have always been a great opportunity for our students to apply classroom
learning from the Business electives, as well as Academic courses, in a real-world, practical, and competitive
environment. As well, both clubs have worked diligently to fundraise for worthy local and state-wide causes,
and despite the virtual format, we will continue to move forward and accomplish these important goals.
Another change Lenape Valley FBLA will experience this year is the changing of the guard of their
advisor. Mrs. Bardello who has been the advisor of LVR FBLA since 2000 and has decided to turn over the
club to Mr. Nusbaum.
Mr. Nusbaum, advisor of DECA since 1995, is looking forward to working with the FBLA officers and
members moving forward, and will be sure to continue the wonderful club and atmosphere that Mrs. Bardello
has created and fostered for all of these years.
Submitted by: Mr. Robert Nusbaum

A Fall Drama Like No Other
Seen here are the drama students having a google meet rehearsal
for our fall drama, which is a Staged reading of: 12 Angry
Jurors.
Drama Director Mr. Michael Donahue has creatively prepared
this social distancing version of the play, where the LVR
community will be able to livestream from the school site on the
following dates: November 20, 21 & 22. “It's our new way to
keep everyone involved in drama!! It will be very different
this year, but very exciting and new for the club,” reported Mr. Donahue.
We hope everyone tunes in to see this epic drama!
Submitted by: Mr. Michael Donahue, Director
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STEM Academy
Our STEM students have started the year very upbeat and ready to learn. We are welcoming them back to
school with a brand new state of the art computer lab and equipment modules. Some of the new modules
include a mech lab and laser cutter. In our Hybrid world, we take advantage of both our in house software, as
well as some professional web based software. Design softwares we are currently using are Solidworks,
Autodesk Inventor, Onshape, Adobe premiere pro, Adobe Photoshop, Photopea, and Floorplanner.

In the classroom, our STEM Academy students are fully immersed in the 3d design world and are currently
taking part in a national 3D printing competition sponsored by Makerbot and Thingiverse. Our Architecture
students are busy learning about space and how it relates to design strategies. They are performing precedent
studies on existing designs as well as creating and modeling their own structures. Our Design Studio students
are tackling a host of different challenges that range from video production, engineering inventions, and
architectural design concepts for the school.
Submitted by: Mr. Brian Bennington

Week of Respect
October 5th – 9th kicked off “Week of Respect” in N.J. A survey was done with the student body regarding
school climate. Results will be shared with LVR community once completed. In addition, quotes were
distributed to students and staff every day. One quote from the week was:
“Tolerance only for those who agree with you is no tolerance at all” Quote by: Ray Davis
Submitted by Mr. Grillo, SAC

Instrumental Music Happenings
The Lenape Valley Regional Marching Patriots are in full swing with
their 2020 program entitled “Ritual” an adaptation of Stravinsky’s
“Rite of Spring.” The marching band began its competitive season on
September 26, competing virtual through the USBands National
Circuit. Each week the marching band submits a live performance to
USBands for judging, sometimes competing against schools in the
mid-Atlantic region two or three times their size. In their first week
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of competition, the marching patriots placed fourth overall and
second in overall effect respectively. The band is looking forward to
its first home football game halftime show on October 9, 2020. Go
Patriots!
Submitted by: Mr. David DiGrazia, Band Director

Face Mask Donations Received
A BIG Thank you to Morris Habitat for Humanity’s Chad Lloyd & Ben Roberts for reaching out to donate
2,500 re-usuable face masks.

CALENDAR CHANGE
Governor Murphy has declared that all school buildings be closed for in-person instruction on
Election Day, Tuesday, November 3rd.
All LVR students will be virtual for the day (periods 1 – 4)

Follow us on
Twitter!

Our official social media accounts are now up and
running for Lenape Valley! They will be run by
our social media coordinators, Mr. Scholl and
Mrs. McCullough. We would love for you to
follow our LVR accounts for photos and updates
throughout the 2020-2021 school year!

Like Us on
Facebook!

They are as follows:
Facebook group - LVR Patriots Official Page
Instagram -lvr_patriots_official_page,
and Twitter - @lvrpatriots.

Check us out on
Instagram

Please feel free to reach out to either of our
coordinators with any questions and we are
looking forward to a wonderful school year filled
with fun activities!

