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Students Deck-orate the Halls (and
doors) in Honor of the Holiday season
By: Monet Vala
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In the days leading
up to the much anticipated
winter break, students
worked together to decorate
the doors of the school to
show their holiday spirit
and Patriot Pride. Despite
the event being completely
voluntary, many students
were willing to participate,
due to the fact that the three
best doors would be chosen
to win a prize. Students and
faculty members alike
seemed to flourish in the
competitive nature of the
event, leading to the doors
of Lenape Valley looking
the best they have in years.
Students were able
to choose both the door that
they decorated and the people that they decorated
with. Most teachers had an
idea of the theme that they
wanted their door to follow.
Ms. Duryea, being the diehard New York Rangers
fan that she is, requested
for her door to be Rangers’
themed. Bella Cautero, a
student who participated in
decorating Ms. Duryea’s
door, said that her experience decorating was “a lot
of fun because [she] got to
add to the holiday spirit

going around the school”.
Regardless of the themes
chosen for each door, the
school appears to have a lot
more holiday spirit as a result of this event.
As the winners of the
2018 Lenape Valley Door
Decorating Competition are
waiting to be chosen, the
students, faculty and staff

can take in the beauty of the
newly decorated halls and
doors before winter break
begins.
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German exchange students arrive for another
When asked about the experiextended visit ences Ryan
Davies)
Rappoport said, “ I would
By: Trinity Parks & Charlotte Davies

Lenape Valley offers a wide
range of different activities that cater
to many different skill sets and likings of the students. One of the
most exciting programs offered is
the German Exchange Program.
During the month of October, a group of German students
came to Lenape and shadowed Patriots participating in the program.
They also lived with the Lenape students for the period of time they
were here.
During school, the German
students joined their Patriot sponsors
and followed their schedule. In this
way, they learned and experiences
some of the classes offered here, as
well as the extracurriculars offered
by the school.
Students who participated
in after-school activities, including
football, marching band and crosscountry, brought their German students to practices and games as well.

like to bring my exchange student to
marching band with me, and bring
them to some after-school activities,
including football and soccer games.”
While the German students
hopefully had fun, they also had the
opportunity to learn more about
American schools and make new
friends across borders. They also got
to feel the riveting experience gained
by cross-country, international travel.
Prior to the arrival of the Germans, some of the Patriots were
asked, “Do you have any worries regarding bringing a stranger into your
house and life for two weeks?”
The responses were as follows:
 “I don’t have any worries. I believe that we will be good friends
and become close in the weeks
they are here.” (Ryan Rappoport)
 “There won’t be any problems. I
have talked with m German student and we already have so much
in common without even seeing
each other face-to-face.” (Emma



“I am a little worried that my
exchange student and I won’t
get along or that he won’t like/
be interested in the classes I
am taking, but I think it will all
work out in the end.” (Patrick
Lopez)
Characteristics required by
the Patriots chosen to host the German students include affability,
good grades and a nurturing family
environment. “Speaking German
is not a requirement, as most of the
exchange students speak English,”
stated German teacher Ms. Barbara
Kauderer.
For the German side of
the story, the requirements for
coming to America include being a
good student and being capable of
catching up on work quickly since
they will be missing 1 week of
school.
“This program has been
going on for more than 20 years,”
Kauderer stated. “With this specific high school, it is the first (trip).”

The Patriot Press is a public forum. The
opinions expressed do not necessarily reflect
the views of the advisors or the administration.
The staff encourages readers to respond to The
Patriot Press.
All submissions must be
signed.
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German exchange students stand in a circle with Lenape students
playing an ice-breaker game, while getting to know each other.
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It was a fantastic season for LVR boys soccer
By: Andrew Gunther

It was an awesome season
for the varsity boys soccer team.
The LVR Patriots finished the season boasting an impressive 13-4-1
record, while being 9-0-1 in conference play. Despite the 3-0 loss in
the playoffs against Glen Rock,
they had a remarkable season.
Despite its “official” end, the returning boys look to stay involved
in soccer over the long off-season,
ensuring that they improve their
skills and come back even stronger
next year.
The team’s great play in the
fall led to recognition around the
Sussex County area, showing the
opponents that they are a team to
worry about in the next few years.
Seniors Matt Smith and

Luke Chozik led the varsity squad in
their respective areas this season.
Smith had 93 saves on the season,
while captain Chozik led the team in
goals with 11. Sophomore Gabe
Hernandez did his part as well, leading the team with 8 assists.
Despite the great individual performances, it really was a
team effort for the LVR Boys soccer
team to have such an awesome season. They outscored their opponents
40-10 in the 17 games played, an
outstanding stat that should make
everyone on the team proud.
To cap it off, senior goalkeeper Matt Smith broke a Lenape
Valley record with the most shutouts
by an individual player.
Although a lot of current

players will be leaving LVR at the
end of the season, the returning
boys are still optimistic that they
can continue to play at a high level
in the upcoming years.

Sophomore Gabe Hernandez and Senior
Captain Luke Chozik jogging back after
scoring a goal Pc: Kyle Menta/Kyle13531_photos

Field hockey goaltender Saige Berkowicz is named
By: Monet Vala

The LVR girls field hockey team completed one of their
many goals this season: getting
numbers in the gym. The team
finished their outstanding season
with a record of 12-5-1.
The Lady Patriots were
8-0 in their conference, earning
the title “Undefeated Colonial
White Conference Champions”
for the 2018-2019 season. In the
16 games played, 5 were shutouts,
thanks to the hard work put in by

all of the players and some great
goaltending.
With 375 career saves, and
209 this season alone, LVR goaltender Saige Berkowicz was voted
the “Top Returning Save Leader for
2018” on NJ.com. This honorary
title means that the goalie chosen is
predicted to have the most saves
this season, according to the fans of
high school field hockey. With
6,194 votes, Saige swept the competition, comprised of goaltenders

from all across the state.
At the beginning of the
season, when asked about her
predictions for the 2018-2019
season, Saige said that she saw
the team “definitely getting a few
titles this year,” and she hoped
“to [get] numbers in the gym.”
The field hockey team did
just that ! They finished a great
season with both a title and numbers in the gym. Even though the
girls did not reach their biggest
goal, becoming state champions,

